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NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862 ‘

Reference: RP79-010
11 January 1980 *

SUBJ: Refugee Interview, Gravesite of US Casualty

T0:  Commander, JCRC -

Barbers Point, HI 96862

§OURED

SowreeE DATH

soueee reported that in June 1971 he was a member of the 83rd
Company, 8th Battalion, Vietnamese Airborne Divigion, which was part of
a larger force attempting to break the seige at Firebase 5, located in
the tri-border area. The source was unable to locate the precise
position of Firebase 5 but it was a few kilometers south of Dak To.

While SowkeE  unit was attempting to fight their way into the Firebase
he saw the corpse of an American Advisor, Because the American remains

were co-located with the remains of 30-40 Vietnamese members of the lst
Battalion, 42nd Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division, Sowete  assumes he was

an advisor to that unit, ¢owaté€ claims that, because of the fact

the bodies were decomposing, his commander ordered the bodies buried.

They were all buried in a shallow, unmarked, common grave and no
identification was removed, This grave was-abdout 800 meters from - ~—-=+—
Firebase 5, in an unknown, to Sgupee direction, -

gourte  unit had no American advisors and he does not know if any
report was made of this incident to other American advisors, or to

Vietnamese officials.
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CHARLES V CLAYT
SFC SA
JCRC Operations Sergeant
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